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Our mission is to produce highly skilled individuals and resourceful leaders
through collaborative education to meet the ever-changing needs of our
communities and the workforce.

History

Manatee Technical College (MTC) has been offering adult, career, and technical education since 1963. It was one
of Florida’s first tech centers. Manatee Vocational and Technical Center was built on 57th Avenue West and
opened in August 1963 with 218 students in eight programs. MVTC was a pioneer. In 1965, the state designated
the center an “area vocational school” Thus, the School Board changed its name to Manatee Area Vocational
Technical Center. Over the next 12 years, MAVTC went through rapid expansion. With a renewed pioneering
spirit and focus on excellence, the Board approved the third name change to Manatee Technical Institute (MTI)
in 1997. During the ensuing years, MTI earned national recognition. In 2014, tech centers across the state began
changing their names to technical colleges to better communicate that the credit offered is post-secondary and
most students are adults. In December 2014, with input from students, staff and local business and industry,
the Board approved the final name change to Manatee Technical College. In 2023-2024, MTC celebrated its
sixtieth year of education excellence and its accomplishment as one of the longest running Public School
Technical Colleges in the state of Florida.
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Today

Manatee Technical College is one of 52 public technical colleges in 32 school districts in Florida. MTC offers
training for careers in 13 of the 15 in-demand industries requiring technical certification in Sarasota and Manatee
counties. The Bradenton Area Economic Development Corporation, Manatee Chamber of Commerce,
CareerSource Suncoast, Lakewood Ranch Business Alliance and many local companies count on MTC to help meet
local workforce demands and attract new business and industry to the Bradenton area. Since the turn of the century,
MTC has grown from one campus to four; MTC campuses span a total of almost 350,000 square feet. The
original campus closed its doors when the new Main Campus on State Road 70 opened in 2013, the year of
MTC’s 50th Anniversary. Twenty five years ago, the School Board built the East Campus in Lakewood Ranch
to accommodate growth. Last year MTC opened a new Law Enforcement Training Facility and have started
construction on a new Aviation Maintenance Technical Facility at the Sarasota Manatee International Airport.

Administration

Dr. Jodi Kirk, Director, Manatee Technical College
Dr. Jennifer Gilray, Assistant Director, East Campus
Colleen Maynard, Assistant Director, Main Campus

Thomas Saxton, Assistant Director, Main Campus

Linda Silva, Program Supervisor, Adult Education

Main Campus East Campus Law Enforcement Training Center Aviation Training Center
6305 State Road 70 E. 5520 Lakewood Ranch Blvd. 38626 Taylor Road 7970 15th Street East
Bradenton, FL 34203 Bradenton, FL 34211 Myakka, FL 34251 Bradenton, FL 34243

941-751-7900 941-752-8100 941-752-8100 (Opening 2026)
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y¢ Over 50 Career and Technical Education programs
v« Workforce Ready Training

y< Financial Aid available for those who qualify
y< Career-in-a-year programs available

y< Industry-trained instructors

y< Largest ESOL program in Manatee County
y< Apprenticeship and GED opportunities

2025 - 2026
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